Battle of Orthez 1814


Centre division under General Drouet d’Erlon

Under Brigade commander Fririon

Casualty List 69eme:

Total Losses 105

Killed 9 

Wounded  92

Taken Prisoner 4

Officers 
Capitains: Allard - killed, Croizade - killed, Bernachot - injured, Danner- injured, Garnier- injured

Lieutenants: Labbille- injured and Garnier- injured
Récit du Capitaine Marcel du 69e regiment infanterie de ligne
On the morning of 28th February, we gathered arms early, and the army lined up to be reviewed on their positions by the Duke of Dalmatia.  When he went by our division, the Marshall Soult announced to us that the Emperor had soundly beaten the Allies at Montereau and that our army had re-occupied Troyes: this news was greeted with shouts of joy and, as we presumed that this day we would be faced with a ‘hot’ day of action, our divisions temporarily stayed in place where they were, and the regimental officers sat down for breakfast.  Those who would had said that, in an hour, more than fifteen of us would cease to exist, would surely not have been believed.  We were overwhelmingly occupied with laughter and games when suddenly a violent musket volley opened up next to the voltigeurs of the 39eme, who were in advanced positions, and the enemy columns poured in from all sides.  It should be understood that the Duke of Dalmatia knew more/ earlier than the rest of us on the movements of the English, for our troops were instantly placed to face them; there were no preliminaries so to speak all columns simultaneously (counter) attacked. Our artillery ceaselessly fired, and thinned the English and Portuguese masses, but the latter advanced despite their losses and we were losing many men under the effect of their shell.  I had twenty men out of combat in an instant, the commander of the 2e battalion was killed, the General Maucune seriously wounded, the superior officers and the others suffered in such large numbers that the head of the battalion that was left commanded the Brigade and as captain of the regiment, I commanded myself the third battalion.
After three hours of combat, we went to place ourselves behind the 36e, who by their tenacity and good order could rival that of the best regiments in the army. At half past three in the afternoon, it was all still in the balance, the enemy sometimes advanced, sometimes withdrew. 
Numerous (enemy) bodies sought to manœuvre use and we were very exposed to being spontaneously charged by them: for greater security the order was given to move our eagle behind with a section, when the Marshall Soult saw this movement, he seized the eagle and planted it 100 paces in front of our regiment vis a vis a mass of English infantry, thereon, without any order, a general spontaneous movement was made by soldiers and officers to gather around their flag (eagle) and with exclamations which reached the heavens and cries of ‘Vive le 69e’.  The enemy division believing that we were advancing with fixed bayonets, were thrown back.

Around 4 o’clock, the order was given to execute a withdrawal movement: I was rear-guard and placed my voltigeurs  as skirmishers.  A few moments later, the English Hussars appeared accompanied by light artillery, but were so disconcerted by our fire, that they withdrew, leaving their cannons to fire upon us.  
Some soldiers from the 39e, believing that we were being charged, threw down their arms and equipment to run away more quickly : my indignation was deep, and I ordered my voltigeurs to fire on these cowards.   With my lieutenant, we picked up more than fifteen muskets that we discharged on the enemy artillery who responded with canon fire.
Eventually nightfall came, I rejoined the division that was to set camp near Aires.  Two divisions and all the Dragoons left us to reinforce the Emperor’s army, and our army was thus reduced to six divisions.
Source : "Campagne du Capitaine Marcel du 69e de ligne en Espagne et en Portugal 1808-1814" (1913)

